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Mr. Arias (Panama) gpoke in Spanish): Thank you for convening this
meeting, Mr. President. First of all, allow me toelsome and thank
Ambassador Takasu for his detailed presentationtaneiterate the support
of my delegation for him as Chair of the PeacebngdCommission.

Today we are examining both the form and the sulostaf the work of the
Peacebuilding Commission in carrying out the maadgiven to it by the

heads of State and Government at the 2005 WorldndurmAs members of
the Commission, we have witnessed the arduous Wwkhas been carried
out and the fruits of its first year of work. Inishcontext, we feel it is
necessary to recognize the work completed by thet fChair of the

Organizational Committee, Ambassador Gaspar Marbh#ngola, by the

Vice-Presidents of the country-specific meetings Burundi and Sierra
Leone, Ambassador Johan Lgvald of Norway and AndmimsFrank Majoor

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as well as tlliwcompleted by Vice-
Chair of the Group on Lessons Learned, Ambassadom€én Maria Gallardo
Hernandez of El Salvador, and the support of Msolya McAskie and her
team. We would like to thank each of them for theicellent contribution.



Panama applauds the role of the Commission durigg initial stages in
developing coordinated, coherent and integratepamses to threats to
peacebuilding, especially in the specific case8wfundi and Sierra Leone.
It must be recognized that the Commission also neftats to ensure the
participation of civil society, the World Bank, tHaternational Monetary
Fund, the European Union, and the Organizatiorheflslamic Conference.
That contributed positively to the development lné bperational criteria for
the work of the Commission.

Notwithstanding these achievements, there are noaallenges for this body
in its second session, in order to ensure thaastdntrue and lasting impact in
the field. Among them, the Commission will have redefine its working
methods with a view to ensuring that they are snatde. It needs to ensure
concrete indicators to measure the implementationtegrated strategies. It
also needs to increase the participation of redioaad subregional
organizations to its work.

Clearly, the Commission could usefully include meoorintries in its agenda,
taking into account its capacities and the lesdeasned from the two pilot
cases. But it needs to define appropriate critienighe process, ensuring that
whichever country it happens to be is ready to bef®m the work of the
Commission. On this point, | would support what waaid by the
representative of Indonesia, which | thought wastipalarly clear, precise
and pertinent.

The work of the Commission is clearly urgent andwt be recognized as
such. For that we need to design a communicatiodsiformation strategy
that will ensure that its mission and achievememésknown to all.

The responsibility of ensuring the success of tlwen@ission is that of the
entire Organization. The Security Council, togetwath the Commission,

needs to decide on criteria and mechanisms so avdm duplication and
ensure the complementarity of efforts deployedhie tountries that are on
their agendas. That will be an important step thorebling our efforts during
the second session to ensure that the countriesgbeonsidered by the
Commission achieve peace and sustainable and bocralsponsible

development.

Finally, allow me to make a brief comment on our etireg today. |
understand that the main objective of this meetwas to recelve a report
from the Peacebuilding Commission that would allbw Security Council to
carry out its work in the next year. | share thenagn of the representatives
of ItaIP/ and Slovakia that it would have been prafde to allow all persons
directly linked or interested in the work of the l@mission to speak to us. |
would like to specifically mention the interest doing so expressed by
Ambassador Gallardo Hernandez, and the evidentrastein doing so
expressed by the Non-Aligned Movement and the EemapUnion. | also
think that it would have been Ipreferable to heavsth people before the
members of the Security Council gave their opinionghese issues.






